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Abstract

A Historical Research on the Progressive
Evangelicalism in Korea

Bae, Dawk-Mahn
(Asia LIFE University)

In Korea, Evangelicalism has been simply identified with conservatism, both
theological and political. In the mid-1980s, however, a new type of
Evangelicalism began to emerge as a self-reflective response to both the
democratization movement initiated by the political liberals and the reactionary
actions of the fundamentalist Christians. To distinguish it from the conservative
Evangelicalism, I call it “Progressive Evangelicalism.” Under its influence,
several significant organizations or institutions appeared consecutively: Korean
Association of Christian Studies(1984), Henry George Association of
Korea(1984), Institute for Christian Culture(1986), Christian Ethic Movement
of Korea(1987), Citizen’s Coalition for Economic and Justice(1989).

Since the 1990s, this progressive Evangelicalism has evolved into a variety
of organizations, institutions, movements, and campaigns. For example, Gospel
& Context(1991), Christian Lawyers’ Fellowship(1999), Christian Alliance for
Church Reform(2002), Bible Korea(2002), Nehemiah Institute for Christian
Studies(2010) came into being, and in 2010, Henry George Association of
Korea was transformed into Jubilee & Land Justice Association. In addition,

a lot of American and English scholars who pioneered or led such trend in
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their countries were introduced to Korea with the help of many evangelical
publishing companies including IVP. Christopher J. H. Wright, Ronald J. Sider,
Richard J. Mouw, Jim Wallis, Tony Campolo, Bryan McClaren, John H. Yoder
were only a few of them.

In the course of its development, one can notice several remarkable sources
which helped to shape its theological identity. The so-called “Kingdom of God
theology,” the Lausanne Covenant(1974), the Christian World-view movement,
liberation theology, Minjung theology, Marxism, and Evangelical left in America
continually and powerfully made a indelible impact upon the birth and growth
of the Progressive Evangelicalism in Korea. As a result, it came to have a
relatively advanced and open-minded view of critical issues. For instance, its
view of the biblical inspiration and interpretation is more liberal than its
fundamentalist counterpart. Its attitude toward social-political issues tends to
be somewhat leftist, and its way of action is undeniably elitist, or academic.

Likewise, this Progressive Evangelicalism is highly unique and significant
in the history of Evangelicalism in Korea. To expand and maximize its influence,
however, it needs to overcome not only its elitism and academism, but also
its heavy dependence on the Western theology so that it can embrace the mass
and develop its own theology based on its peculiar social, political, cultural,

and religious environment.
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